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wi conld work undistnrbed, and one common room
whera®we could discuss plots and style and eriti-
clie ench other's work., Artists do the same thing

and profil by the fellowship., 1t worked pretty
well, and we got o lot of stimulation and encourage-
ment ont of each other

At Nrst, ench mun was for himself, but Adonlyam
wisn't sutisfied with that wa fonnd (v hird o
pay the rent after the seeond month, and s, nnder
his directfon we became frankly commereinl and
sturted the Syndicate, We had had n good buneh
of rejectfons that week, and a radleal change
Leomed Lecessary,

"5 hore," Adonlram sald, “we've gop to pall to

na

ST

gother more, Divided we stand- ta lose our last
cont - and united we fall from our {denls but win
1 et We must organlze and use modern meth-
ocs. We must cooperate.  Personal {nflusnee with

slitors {8 what counts, nowadayvs, and we

the
I Whn's going

gel out etaff pushed that way,

th vl

LnEl 1t He pansed dramatieally for a reply
He always wog keen on the Soeritie methogd of ar-
P e

itut none of nz seemed to answer. We'd had
sotue personal experience with editors, and had
[slledd to goenre o sphere of Influence. Somehow
nore of ue had the maenetism, the charm and the
Cortala Something necesanry td change MSS. into

rop:
Adeniram

nessingistic,

wnited for us to become sgufficiently
and then ho sprung his bolt.  “What
got ta have,"” he exclalmed, waving n mann-
gaript. I8 A glrl - the prettlest givl wo cnn hire—
to endole editors with. Whao Is the prettiest girl In

[ialin N

Tl wite only one answer to that question.
“UClara Foster!™ we oried as one man.

“(Mara Fostar ia elected!’ said Adoniram. ‘‘She

{2 now tynewriting for ten per in Hoboken, at the
quol tactory, and on that stipend shie arrays her-
e the Queen of Sheba whilh a Mureal wave,
ni1d goes to matiners in New York, Query: Can
*alge the ten o week, and perhaps ralse It to
aleven, and traln her to hewilder the Gotham editor
with our geniue? Answer: We ean! 1 hereby
appoint myeelf a committee of one to investigate,
arrang®, hribe and report. The collection for in-
cldontal expenses will now take plave.”
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FHE SIMPLY DAZZLED YOU,
i Ha fpst sippoars upon the Yorizan ghe 18 9 Wao made It unanlmous.  Adoniram ght awayv
trhewriter af a spool factory ot ten dollars 0 week, with twenty-four dollars and disappeared Threna
T tas the hotton P the fadder for her. Thn dave Inter ke appenrod at the hea lguarters of the
I I heard she was Hmbing.  You ean't stap S, 808 with the Pretuest, paid for a fortnight in
a =ivl Hks nid f Iides Its gslinmend hoad, wavLnes
Well, Adondria lue and 1 had cowme to- el Protrie ~ .
¢ I iha Proetilest knew something about business
w he oF PRl L v hepsboine . r " x . E B
Eather b chance over & ches banrd at the Y, M, method= from her experience in the spool-factory,
C, A. bolldimg, and it wasn't Inng hefare wa had all and this wisdem she comblaed with the wuse l'l‘f
l“rl-;-;‘\'-.‘l'm .. .'I‘lf.'llTn-:!“. guinitv of _r-,-<| 1 3 were nll her bine exves {n proportions thet made the ordinary
;‘I!rlt Al Rl ALl WO 1l Al VA "”1“' am= mon throw up his hands and empty hls pockets,
II t'_'“ ”" .I ag had two -‘l'_:"""' |"'-I““"l in She wae very pationt when we gave her her in-
A TE ) Wgine tone was Hinstrated, 1000, siraetions neg to how to approach the ti §igh
and SleComns hind contributed to the poet's eorner o approach tlie thione roosmna,

In an Elzaheth paper, 1 had bheen bhotherineg the
Lig monthiles o moad denl, heginning at the ton, us
Emerson sdvizer, and 1 scorned anvililng but Art,
which I then defined ns the sort of stuff that won't
gall, Oh, ves, I was too good for them, ang all
that! T had it pretty bad,

Nuturally, It wng Adonlram, the schemer, who
¥rat enezested the Bhort Story Svndieate, and na
woon ns hile plot wag elueldated we came in gtrong
for i ip {dea was thit we Nlrs o barn or soma
old place where we wouldn’ be dlaturbed, parti-
Rlon it off, and each of na have hig own room where

bt 1y wae evident that ghe intended to gee the thing
throuph i hier own sweet woyv

We loadsd her up with fresh, new-lald MSS,, na
gha declined to ecarry any shop-worn stoek. That
put us bhohind abont a weel, but {n the meantime
#he had been In New York dolng editorial sancta,
and had Inserted a fow wedges. We asked no ques-
tlons, the way she had hyvpnotized us hoing pratty
good gecurity for her ability to sonthe and charm.
I her 1lls time, whila we watohed her, with the
pointa of our penclls in our mouths, she sat ahout
and made pletures of hereelf In the 8. 8. 8. office,
and ute choenlates.

=r s

NEXT WEEK,

—

Sha set out in earnest, loaded for big gama with
two short storles of Adonirani’s, o humorous artlely
of mine on "Hearing New York" (the scheme was
to bottla the noises and sell them as u remedy for
nestdlgia), and half a dosen Christmas poems of
Mac's. It war July then, but they were all written
under tho luftluence of her azure glances, ete., eto.,
and they did have a zip to them, To our mad sur-
prise eghe sold sevenly per cent of them, and re-
turned with forty dollars spot cash, We rolaed hor
salary Immediately to (walve 4 week and expensos,
Then we got busy turning out stnff, You've no ldea
how It helps to have n few things sell! ,

She used the common meeting-room as her head.
guarters, but she seldom had It to herself, for we
would work lHke mad to get a chunce to rend our
things to her nnd wateh for her exprosslon to
changs,

She, had only about three- —patient boredom, pat-
ronizing amusement and rapture. We seldom drew
rapiure, but we alwayvs hoped for it, and expected it
Tha Prottiest had a mind as near to that of the
Average Keader as It would he possible to find.
It you bolled down the whola Misslesippl Valley
Into one brain, that wonld be Clara Foster's. Wo
revorenced her opinlons accordingly. It was an
edueation and a Joy te have Old Subseriber always
ready to lsten and glve hor verdiet through lips
like those of the Prettiest. [ began to dawn upon
ne that Art and Coammaon Sense neaded no divorens,
She eald one of two things: elther "L like it,"” or
‘don’t like It!" Bhe dlda’t bother you with nn
alyvels and reasons

Our next atep In cooperation was to pool ounr in-
terests, and, abandoning our lust for private fame,
wao kent everything we wrote out under the name
of 1. Marr, Fiction and poetry, humor, pathos
and essay, {t all travelled to New York {n the
Pretiiest's green cloth bag attached to that shore,
romantic name. Before long E. Marr began to win
& mild renown in the magaszsine fleld, and we didun’t
dave split up the partnersibip for fear of slnking

ac't into the ranks of the Oreat Unknown. Onur
est customer was the Public Magarzine, a brisk,
new I{llustrated paper, and K. Marr was geiting
four cents a word for everything sold, But it
wasn't nlways easy to satlefy the editor, who seemed
to have more perronality than most of them, aml
not even the Prettiest Glrl In Rahway conld force
all our mannecripta down his throat. She went to
spe him ropularly twlce o week, though, and we
worked ke elephants to keep her provided with
ammunition.

Now, ns I've sald, her first attitude towards onr
work was that of modest ignorance of art, a mern
expression of foterest or the reverse. Boon, how-
wo tatired o chanege In her mental
She siemaed th be growing up to ug, mentally, nnd

avage Hee

ahs delivered eold, practienl suggestlons with a
remarkahly steady plm From this, she zamo-
times got to ort ' 41 nnd sgitienl pdvien
Tt did €eern funns was developing so fast,
bur what she sl tn be 8o true when she
came to sell tho vk, tha: we gol to rely an hor
more and more. | think, ton. &t ahoor *his ti=we
wao bhegan o mix vonr opinionof her intei*igency
with our cninfon of her [noks,

Opn dov e [Prettioge st o osten farthor and
came ot with p new <chotme =he had evidesntlv hoon
thinkine on: for eome dnva I Ead notieod that
gho hadn't enten a0 mich eandy, aod espected a
rilsja,

“What you want do !« to divide up the labor,
the same as they do 14 a factory." she znid, “Any
business men would Xnow better thon to do this

hit-or-miss way. You wan: to specinllze. aod each

man ought to do:whayt e n do hest, Adoniram,
here, 15 most Inzenious at rlots, bhut he ean't write
a pood Hve story with hu aan Intevest ar vplife fu
[, Mark MacComue anght to do'all thit, for ne's
eot ust Neape of patlkos cad loenl color and ol
peterlantlion and all that You' -pointing a

ell at moe—"have the best lterary style 1
onght to do the polizhing and SYhacking fntg shape,
gnd the archltectital part. the finish snd the
geparklie. We onpht to tilk over the story ang et

Adaniram rovgh it ont till ha'a got the mars

Mue: willl | In a whola lot of feeling and Liand
and poetrs, und then you, Jack, 1 il ¢ oer
and gliarpen It viand rearrango it and sandpeeer
the cded Then 1'1] = it We can do hette;
work and maore of 1t, that way. What d'von tav?
We lnnked at the Prettiest In amnzer 1t
we surrendered ¢ ha' no tmaglnat! It was
naly goml Liorae he=lness conse. Bt combined soith
her dlmples it convineed s complotals She wis
elerted Gereral Maonsger of the Synidlcate Kl
inglsted upon o roli-top d=sk, and she got It. She
bought o Wlue peacil ent of her own monev. Then

vo nroeesded to npen the works on strict commer-
elal principles, keeping office hours from 10 a, m
ti11 4 », m., with an hour off for Iunch.

Thingz went briskly with the 5. 8, 8, after that
We gaw more of the Prettiest, and she did seem ‘o
have the art of maling the sun slilne on all sides
of the house at nnoe.  I've seen curls and dimnles
before, and I thought T was girl-proof, but the
Prettiest had & Cupld’s bow manth inth tha barzain
and white teeth that made her smile sheer magle.

The {ronhle hegan when Adonlram stacted to go
frrg sxsentive gopplon with the (General Manager
two or three timea in a forennon, Mac and 1 dlGn'r
Ilke it p 1ittle bit. When the twa of them hiad a con-
saliption and put their leadz 1ogather, the henags
cama a l{ttles too cloke,

“This thing of Ad's conning hér so onght to e

gtopoed,” MeComus sald to me, after e'd stood [t

a= long as he rould “The gir! has no morther to
varn her, and I thinik 113 up to us to glve hor o
Tiint not 1n ere ro much of im, Besldes, he's ne-
glectineg hie work.”

"Nantre right," 1 aald, "' have a talk it Ker

nliout 1t."
Moo btk 1t wil! he hettep for me to do it,"

he snid denldediy “I'm the oldest, and ['Il he
mare hrotherly, you know. "

W il comnramisad b NiRtIne nnresl
rommities of two, apd the nest time Adoniram waz
off disty, we stated our ¥iews to her. The Prettiost
wns surpriged, she vas grieved, she was hurt by
ot suepleions, Shetibreatpnicd to lonrae iF we didn't
likn the way she anted That seared ns so thal wao

rminothed {t over as well as we counld, and by tha
time thnt was ot and she hail turned her grfle
on agaln, we were 00no conditlion to give adyvice
Inn week MeComus and [ were racine g0 bard for
liar favor that poor Adonlram had to (nterfere and
protes| For some time we watchod other
nnd made remarks, bt tha Prettlest was as ¢onl as
=lags amdd tilu\—yrl no favorites,

But pretty soon we had another complaint,
She wag golng futo town go often that we mis=ed
her something flers We'tl got fnto the hablt of
work!ng »here we could look over the top of tho
tihln 1o sco her for the (napiration. you know

-and 1t wos po fun at a1l watehing an emnty roll
top and a vaeant chalr. To be sure she dld sell
our stuff, but we couldn’t understand why she taok
80 much time over L. Mae supgested that
eend the manuseripts off by matl

“Then I ought to resign,’ she sald. “"A Prottiost
Girl stands no better shuw by maill than aa'cre
elay, and 1! I'm nothing more than A mero ornainent
to th's oMee, why—"

"We'rn perfectly willlng to yay vou for ‘h2 in-
epirution you bring to us,” sald Adoniram,

"Oh, ingpiration wasn't in tha contract,"” the
Prottlest answered. ‘1 have to go to New York tn
keer from being atnred to death, Besides, I have
to do some shopping, {f T want to dresa the part.'

We were then In the midst of a 86,000 word
novelette, our most ambltious attempt. It wae as

slo

—_— -
pretty n pleee of llterary dovetalling as you ever  Clarn's frem the 8. 8. 8. Thers'll be no printed
gaw, But we did need the Prettlest badly, for she  form peeompanyiig my best plece of work I'in
wis certaluly keen ot feminine psychology, and sorry boys, but | ean't hold out hopes to vou.
everything about women was passed up to her You're ,i”m:g-
frou. how to ¢ook oatmeal to fashionable weddings AR Lk & Brotie End ol ihe. CHxt week, 1h tHe
Av g womun she did excel, She wik 411 1he wotiien taot '1_' 'If'I -ll 3"‘. . ‘|'- i " il : ‘\" :n--|- "-.Lli
vl ever met, rolled Into one. We put Ler into ‘!‘__”_Il'rl' ""U_ Sfa o b LRl I 1I1'II rIl.
evary BlOFy we ever wrote. She was Hke o model RO !.-,.,'l;-'. o1f \BLRD ABIUREUE tHe. PEuttigal At
in u stndio .'<.--i'!JI -: .I.: ...' 1 J,I.I ; ‘--.Il‘ll-l g l_I' . ,. ] d.
Adoniram used to call ont, “Oh, Clara, please 10T Foll o TR SRR DIBS GRS RICUESs
eovitie T here oo ndnote—1I want to doscribe Low a ing at enech one o turn .
girl’s hand looks as It rests on g man's shoulder!™ The drst mall on Mo hrought s threp ot
And Lefore he had fAnfehed (I alwis 0K N sus tors, all addresamd hy o or. Inslde they werg
picionsty long time), MeComus would butt in, to  all theee alike:
By UMiss Foster rogrets to gy that the proposil
‘Bay, Clara, knppose T was n man you'd never Wi Brve heen so Kind ag to offer, 18 1 RY Bradt
seon but twico, and as T left you at your door I avidlnbl AT T 7S \--r".i.: T
triod to kFiss vou. Just show me how ve'd aet, wi pitd with whish | 8 now well gupplied, so that
you? This Is the way he {g guppoed to do Ip!" L deelinotion does not neesssarily 1 any Tanlt
Of eourse T needed her, too, anld wheney I hnd u ek of excellen ¥ an the purt « '.I lf'.'-.'r st b=
a'gaod fast love seenn (o do | insisted 1 her |‘ teid ']'lnlll.it-lt.:. niy for '.-;\' -;'.'ll' her with the
help. Hesldes, 1 had to probe her sou! for the ; '“ o ahn deslfes to anpnonnes thint she 48 nhout U
lteftuble us regards the dinlect eurvent In type- .«_I o the L.!'Il?ll’f"h‘l‘ nt ni'l the Edltor of the Pub.

wilting circles,

We had long azo recngnized the foliy

of Inter-

e Magazine.™

fertng with each other, o niwayvs had good, That was why she bad been kolug to New Yotk
legitimarn excuses on hand, aad finally we settled three tinies a wook That wis why K. Marr hiad
Inte o sort of armed nenteallty, and bt was tactily succeeded =n ell with the Puhilc 'har wia
agres] that we wora three rivals and the best man wiere gl bad got her idras on eriticlsm and her
witg to win, Not that the Prettiest was consu teolinleal hints, We wrote o round rolin to tha
10 thi hovoevor: It was deelded without p edltor Hpon angagement, voted thanks to ond
raving #0, at an Indignation weeting we held to ex-managel, and then the fuctory shut doewn, Col-
protezt at her golng up to tnwn three times In ono laboration without the fri * offices of the Prettl-

wek, et (Hrl In Rohwny would have besn nhsurd., The
Meanwhlle the Puhblic Mamarine stondy Company dehanded and sharaid the treasury
auyer of the works of . Marr. Clara Foster appoured next day fn a new hat—a
From the internecine contest in the roomsa of A ender She wons not only the Protilest Girl (n
the 8. S, 8 the rivelry was carried on out of office Itabway, but the Prettiest Girl on the Atlantle
hours I had a friend who owned an automoblln Seabont the Prettiest on the Continent-—in the
and ho was willlng to lend 1t 8 me far merely the world! She greeted us warmly, but thera was &
repairs,  In this way [ eecured a valuable olock nf  ghade of apxiety in her demeanor, After a few
Clara Fostor'n time, and [ Invested It to good ad-  words, and a sglle aplece, she sat down zt her old
varntoge, Clara looked tho Prettlosi even In a plece by the roll-top desk.
leathor coat and deep-sea dlving goggles. and she “Yon knew ['ve done all T could for the 8. 8. 8,
alwayva pint her hand on my arm In a frightenad oy -
way when vwe turned s?inrp eurvee  Other thine=z of ton't you, hn:'F she hsked
o wildly exelting nature heopened till I hegan to We agreed, ond ghe ventured to amile agaln
fee]l pretty sure that ves gaolne to came (0 ahiead I've sold your gtuff and ralsed the prices, and
of tha bunch, T put it upto her strelghi, out at  gelivered 1he oney, haven't 1?7 You've never dona

the Hermitage,
Ing a story to an editor
to ba a bit worried about i1,

“I nover axpucted this '

ehe fold

me,

s don't know how surprised 1 am.

vouttl staply have to glve me tinie
I tldnk U=hall tuke a vasation (o1

for T'm tived. nnd yi wnow 1 hns
hoard ont of o't WIS Ith you,
vow mind if 1 do: dantde 111 then

answor?"”

i A0f¢ In

I was & scared aa if 1 were offer-
She bluzhed and sgeemed

"“Really,

yn well before. and vou've made lots of money,
haven't yau®"

Wa nodded sad!».  Not one of us hut would
lave yather had Clare than famo or wealth or suc-
CORS,

“Then thar's ane thing T wont to teil'vou. and

vani oo g=<it yvou all o fuavor.’

Wa walved | 1abm

f t it, but ecally, Ir much
of | 1 lon't aee hiw ke ¥ Dat
.

WE REVERENCED HER OPINIONS

I woe sueh a fond, that 1 began to loke \ know edltore ave so fuiny!  The editor o
MeComus about her hrow Liimy dewn the Pullle pesitively insleted n Lnowing whoe
Don't be too gar about that!" he said “In I Marr woe, eud T oeonldin’t 1At uwnless 1) told
nbout o week | expect to glye ynit a piece of newa oo | sald 1 was renliv 1. AMare and thnr'y
that'll wnke vou st up angd take notice. Yo may e he taliied tha stuff over so [ eonld make it
Lhink I've been sitting on I%- fonce waiting for you Lettor Fromisoe 1 o W ! vor, aver tell'
and Clara to go by, but there's a little rowbhoar and We promised, and with t*2t sbo took n copv of
?’1'?‘3:15-:1\;::“l:m'l::l-]‘:-g:rrtnlla‘i“ I:}:I . ‘l‘z:‘r hr.;;l:.u .\;‘:nﬂ:?;:‘i the Mook .'\ orm from her green bag and opened [
: ; LS o page Thera was n pleiure of the Protiies

Foster, and don't you {gnore that!"

I pumped him then without delleacy and found
thar he wius axpecting a letter In reply to his pro-
notes wa adjourned

poeal.  After comparing

Adnrlram lu a body and eallected his evidenea

“I'm only walting for the llttla word ‘accapted,'*
ke enid, “before I announce my resignation and

“The Mothand th

—— IS

literanry earcer.
“Nat." Adoniram

vou to write negain?*
Tha Prattiest Girl in Rahwar smiled

stpmmored, “what
(a]

“Oh, we

wa?" she sald joyously

e Candle,”

all going to always be the best of frlends. aren't

Civl fn Rahway, nnd an neeouny of her phenomenn

If he aska

'ra

By JOANNA SINGLE.




